
AREGULAR MEETING OFTHECOMMON COUNCIL OFTHECITY OFBECKLEY CONVENED AT
6:30PMONMAY24, 2022, INCOUNCIL CHAMBERS.  

THOSE PRESENT:  Recorder-Treasurer BillieTrump, CityAttorney BillFile, Secretary Susan Miller, IT
Director, BillKelly, Assistant ITDirector, AmyEvans, Council Members:  Cody Reedy, TomSopher,  
Robert Dunlap, BobCanter, Kevin Price, andSherrie Hunter.  Thefollowing Department Heads were
present:  Superintendent ofBPW, Walter Peplowski, Captain Parsons ofBeckley FD, Deputy ChiefAllard of
Beckley PDandChiefEdWillsofBFD.  

ABSENT:  Mayor Rappold andCouncilwoman Bullock.  

Recorder-Treasurer BillieTrump explained intheabsence oftheMayor, Council votes ona
Council member toconduct theCouncil meeting.  ThePledge ofAllegiance wasrecited.  A
motion wasmade byCouncilman Dunlap, seconded byCouncilman Price, andunanimously
approved forCouncilwoman Hunter tochair themeeting.  Chairperson Sherrie Hunter
reminded thepublic that theywillbeabletomake comments when invited todosobyeither
pressing *3ontheirphone andtheircallwillbetaken intheorder itisreceived, orifviewing
bycomputer ortablet, raising yourhandbyrightclicking yourname andchoosing "Raise
Hand".   

Chairperson Hunter called themeeting toorderat6:30p.m. Thepublic joined themeeting by
WEB-Xeither fromtheircomputer, orbyphone, using theweblink orphone number provided
thedayofthemeeting ontheCity’swebpage atBeckley.org, theCity’sFacebook page, or
attended inCouncil chambers.  

Council dispensed with thereading andapproval ofminutes fromtheWorkshop dated April25, 2022.     

Council unanimously approved theminutes aswritten onamotion byCouncilman Dunlap andseconded

byCouncilman Price.  Copies hadbeen distributed toeach member prior tothemeeting. Council

dispensed with thereading andapproval ofminutes fromtheregular Council meeting dated April26,    

2022.  Council unanimously approved theminutes aswritten onamotion byCouncilman Sopher and

seconded byCouncilman Canter.  Copies hadbeen distributed toeachmember prior tothemeeting.    

Next, Recorder-Treasurer BillieTrump explained that theCity isrequired tosubmit abudget revision

before theendofthefiscal year toreconcile allininflows andoutflows thatwerenotanticipated.  Usually,  

theCitysubmits thisinJune.  However, because oftheproximity oftheCouncil meeting tothedeadline set

bytheState, theCity iscompleting itnow.  Mr. Trump stated thathesentanemail toallCouncil members

with thedocument andanexplanation.  Asareview, theCityshowed some increases, but theCityhadto

book thevalue ofthePinecrest property, WJLS property, ARPA funds andsome additional money fromthe

firelevyandsome contributions fromtheBoard ofEducation.  Allthese items arebooked asrevenue andare

allaccounted for inGeneral Government, Streets & Transportation.  Mr. Trump stated thateverything

balanced.  Heasked ifanyone hadanyquestions.  Noonehadquestions.  TheBudget Revision was

unanimously approved byCouncil onamotion made byCouncilman Price andseconded byCouncilman

Sopher.    



TheFiscal YearEnding 2022Budget Revision isincorporated intothese minutes.   



Bidsforparkequipment andinstallation forFreedom Park (CDBG) were received and

opened.  Thefirstwasfrom Radford & Radford, Inc. for $386,715.00.  Thesecond bidwas

fromGame Timefor $249,999.56.  ThebidswillbegiventoRecorder-Treasurer, Billie

Trump, BoardofPublic Works Director, JerryStump, andthetwoCouncil members atLarge,  

Councilwoman Hunter andCouncilman Reedy toreview forpossible award atalatermeeting.   

These bidsarehereby incorporated intothese minutes.     



ththThebidsforthereconstruction ofNebraska, Washington, 9 & 10 Streets (CDBG) were received and

opened.  ThefirstbidwasfromAsphalt Contractors SiteWork, Inc. for $249,392.00.  Thesecond bidwas

fromSouthern WestVirginia Paving, Inc. for $237,500.00.  Thebidswillbegiven toRecorder-Treasurer,  

BillieTrump, Board ofPublic Works Director, JerryStump, andthetwoCouncil members atLarge,  

Councilwoman Hunter andCouncilman Reedy toreview forpossible award atalatermeeting.  These bids

arehereby incorporated into theseminutes.    



Thebids forthepaving ofthebasketball courtattheScott Avenue Park (CDBG) were received and

opened.  ThefirstbidwasfromSouthern WestVirginia Paving, Inc. for $55,800.00.  Thesecond bidwas

fromExterior Services, Inc. for $73,000.00.  Thebidswillbegiven toRecorder-Treasurer, BillieTrump,   

Board ofPublic Works Director, JerryStump, and thetwoCouncil members atLarge, Councilwoman Hunter

andCouncilman Reedy toreview forpossible award atalatermeeting.  These bidsarehereby incorporated

intothese minutes.    



Thebidsfortheinstallation ofrecreation equipment, poured-in-place rubber surfacing andfencing for

Scott Avenue Park (CDBG) were received andopened.  ThefirstbidwasfromCourt Street Construction for

250,000.00.  Thesecond bidwasfromRadford & Radford, Inc. for $256,345.00.  Thebidswillbegiven to

Recorder-Treasurer, BillieTrump, Board ofPublic Works Director, JerryStump, and thetwoCouncil

members atLarge, Councilwoman Hunter andCouncilman Reedy toreview forpossible award atalater

meeting.  These bidsarehereby incorporated intothese minutes.  



There werenobidsreceived tofurnish gravel forScott Avenue Park (CDBG).    

Chairperson Hunter said that theCitywilladvertise again asking forbidsonthisproject.  

Next, Mr. Fileexplained that theBSB (Beckley Sanitary Board) adopted aresolution attheir May11, 2022

meeting requesting theCOBCC (CityofBeckley Common Council) accept thedonation oftwoparcels of

realestate.  Thelotsaredescribed aslots67 & 68Sylvia, parcels 272 & 273ontaxmap40oftheRaleigh

County Assessor'sOffice.  These areparcels aredirectly impacted byworkontheSewer andStormwater

upgrade replacement project taking place intheS. Fayette Street, KochAvenue andDock Street area.  There

isnocost totheCity.  These parcels arebeing donated totheCityattherequest oftheBSB.  Theresolution

wasunanimously approved byCouncil onamotion byCouncilman Sopher andseconded byCouncilman

Price.  This resolution ishereby incorporated intothese minutes.    



Nextwastheaward ofbidtoSouthern WestVirginia Paving, Inc. forasphalt, concrete, stone, and

reinforcement rods.  Southern WestVirginia Paving Inc.’sbidconsisted of:  BaseIIorP&LIat $92.50per

ton, Wearing Iat $97.50perton, CurbMixat $107.00perton, andTennis Mixat $107.00perton.  Council

unanimously approved thisbidonamotion made byCouncilman Reedy seconded byCouncilman Price.    

Acopyofthisbidwasincorporated intotheCouncil meeting minutes dated April26, 2022.    

Councilman Sopher asked ifthebidreceived fromSouthern WestVirginia Paving, Inc. forasphalt, concrete,   

stone, & reinforcement rodscould beusedasabidtofurnish gravel fortheScott Avenue Park.    

Mr. Trump saidthathewillcheck withtheConsultants sinceCDBG funds arebeing used.  Hestated that

CDBG bidding requirements aredifferent thantheCity'sbidding requirements.  Mr. Trump said thatifthe

Citycandemonstrate thatitmetallthebidding requirements ofCDBG, theCitymaybeabletodothat.    

OLDBUSINESS:  Councilman Reedy asked foranupdate onStiffler Avenue.  Mr. Trump saidthatoneof

thefoundational things thatmustbedone isthemanagement ofstormwater.  Hethinks Stormwater

employees havebeen there toassess theproblem.  Mr. Trump said thathehascontacted theEthics

Commission andtheState Auditor'sOffice todetermine theCity’soptions tospend money onthis issue.      

Councilman Sopher spoke about theattendance oftheBillWither'seventattheBeckley Intermodal Gateway

BIG).  Hesaid thatitwasarainy afternoon andthere wasanicecrowd there despite theweather.  Hesaid

themusic waswonderful andtherewerevendors there.  Hesupports thisbeing anannual event.  Councilman

Sopher askedMr. Trump foranupdate about hiringLifeguards andasked ifthepoolswillopen forMemorial

Day.  Mr. Trump said thatheandLeslie Baker, Director ofParks andRecreation willbemeeting with the

USAPoolsofDelmarva which isthecompany that theCitycontracted withtostaffandoperate thepools.    

Mr. Trump said thatasofnow, hedoesn’tknowifthepoolswillbeopen.  Hesaidhopefully theCitycan

initially getthepoolatBlack Knight open because itrequires fewer Lifeguards.  

NEW BUSINESS:  Councilman Dunlap asked ifCouncil could request theMayor holdaWorkshop

regarding thepossibility of theCityhiringaCityManager.  Hewould likeforCouncil members toanswer

questions withasenseoffinality ofyes, theCity isgoing tohireaCityManager orno, theCity isnotgoing

tohireaCityManager andelaborate withspecific reasons.  Councilman Sopher agreed.  Hesaid thisis

somewhat likea "mid-term" because itisnotanelection year andtherefore nowisagood time

todiscuss thissubject.  Chairperson Hunter thanked Beckley Beautification andtheBoard ofPublic Works

fortheirworkonmaking theCityapretty placewith theflowers they'verecently hungandallthepretty

flower beds.    

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Chairperson Hunter reminded those logging onorcalling inbyphone howto

comment.  Noonewasonline tomake public comments.  However, therewere three citizens that

attended themeeting andcommented.  ThefirstwasMs. Carter.  She liveson "G" Street andasked when the

mudanddustwillbecleaned upandwhen will thestreet berepaired.  Councilman Dunlap validated her

concerns andexplained thatthere hasbeenheavy equipment inandoutthatwould damage newasphalt and

perhaps maybe thatitwhythestreet hasnotyetbeen repaired.  Chairperson Hunter saidthatshewillspeak to

BPW Director, Jerry Stump regarding this.  Chairperson Hunter askedMs. Carter ifshewould share

hercontact number withherafter themeeting.  Reverend Neighbors spoke representing theEastBeckley

Bulldogs football teamintheEastBeckley area.  Heexplained that theypreviously hadateam, butitfolded.   



Agroup istrying torestart thismidget league football teamtogive young people anopportunity tojoina

teamandplay football.  EastBeckley Bulldogs hasformed aBoardofDirectors.  Theyareasking theCity for

tenthousand dollars tohelpwithequipment andstartup costs.  They havekidsthathavealready signed up.    

Councilman Dunlap saidthatStratton isaTitleIschool.  Thekidswere informed thatiftheywere interested

andcouldn'tafford theenrollment feestoorganize teamsports thisyearthatitwould besubsidized from

someoftheCOVID funds.    

Councilman Dunlap asked Reverend Neighbors ifhehaschecked with theBoardofEducation toconfirm

thatsince thisteamisorganized andstructured iftheycould access someofthemoney thatRaleigh County

Board ofEducation hasbeenprovided.  Reverend Neighbors said that theywillbechecking onit.  Noaction

wastaken onhisrequest forfunding.  PaulHutchinson spoke about theClarence W. Meadows Bypass which

thwascompleted acouple ofyears ago.  June28 isthetentative date that theGovernor ofWVwillbeableto

attend thededication ceremony at2:00p.m. (attheBypass) andtherewillbealuncheon priortothe

dedication atnooneither attheCivic Center oratBlack Knight.  This issponsored bytheBeckley Raleigh

County Chamber ofCommerce, theCityofBeckley (atnocost totheCity) andbytheCounty.  Mr.   

Hutchinson said theCitymaybeasked for $500or $1,000.00tohelpcover thecost.  Councilman Sopher said

that theHistorical Society wrote thetext fortheClarence W. Meadows signandapplied fortheapplication.   

TheMeadows family raisedextra money toapply towards thededication ceremony.  Mr. Hutchinson said

thatThursday, May26, 2022, Alfred Beckley willbe220yearsold.  Hesaid thathechecked with theEditor

oftheRegister Herald, andhehasyettoseemuch inthepress about this.    

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  There werenopublic comments.    

Council unanimously votedtomove toExecutive Session onamotion mademyCouncilman Dunlap and

seconded byCouncilman Price. Executive Session began at7: 15p.m. andconcluded at7:26p.m. ona

motion byCouncilman Dunlap andseconded byCouncilman Canter tocomeoutofExecutive Session and

resume theregular meeting.  Themotion passed.  Amotion toadjourn theCouncil meeting wasmade by

Councilman Dunlap andseconded byCouncilman Sopher.  Themeeting adjourned at7:30p.m.  

Mayor Recorder-Treasurer


